Skin disease has always figured prominently in war time.
has added greatly to the discomfort of the soldier in the field, and its commonest manifestations have been parasitism Even in a recently mobilised army from which all sufferers from skin disease have been initially eliminated by medical examination, it can be assumed that an incidence of skin disease will gradually reassert itself, comparable to that seen ln the entire population from which they have been drawn, and the closer the contact with the general population the earlier will a definite incidence of skin disease become apparent.
Such an incidence once established may or may not be * A Honyman Gillespie Lecture delivered on 25th July 1940.
?S. IV., XLVIII. NO The present war has not so far greatly affected the proportionate incidence of skin disease, but it has, by necessitating an evacuation scheme, brought home to authority and population alike that skin parasitism, and infection with pyogenic organisms, are common in the civil population, so common as to be apparently uncontrolled. It is to be hoped that this revelation, which struck horror into many homes, will not be forgotten when more peaceful times return, and that some steps may be taken to achieve an organisation which will maintain the incidence at a lower level than previously. 
